Herbaceous layer species-richness and grass density were not related to P. thamnophila density.
• In both 2002 and 2007, the CL cleared plots had lower canopy cover index values, greater herbaceous-layer species richness, and more grass than the CL uncleared plots.
[ANOVAs]
• Average density of P. thamnophila was greater in cleared than in uncleared CL plots, if unoccupied plots are included. In all five annual censuses of CL, a higher proportion of cleared plots had P. thamnophila plants in them than did uncleared plots, significantly so in 3 of the 5 years ( • data from a few years insufficient to assess population status and management efforts
• complex relationship between P. thamnophila and shrub cover • more cleared plots than uncleared plots occupied by P. thamnophila in the brush-cleared site • BUT P. thamnophila total and seedling density positively correlated with canopy cover in all 4 sites • Ideally, conservation of endangered species would be based upon demographic data without missing years or inconsistencies between years and populations, and on fully replicated and randomized experiments, but such data are not available for most endangered plant species. We demonstrate here how much can be learned from less-than-ideal data that were collected opportunistically as time and resources allowed. 
